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As the first-ever reference on the topic, Encyclopedia of Motherhood helps to distinguish 

motherhood as a scholarly field and an academic discipline and to direct its future development. 

With more than 700 entries, these three volumes provide information on the central terms, 

concepts, topics, issues, themes, debates, theories, and texts of this new discipline. Further, 

the encyclopedia examines the topic of motherhood in various contexts such as history and 

geography and by academic discipline. 

Key Features

Provides an overview of the topic of motherhood in many and diverse disciplines, such as •	

anthropology, sociology, psychology, and philosophy

Examines the meaning and experience of motherhood in many time periods from classic •	

civilizations to present day

Includes an entry for all the influential theorists of maternal scholarship from the pioneering •	

theories to the more recent writings

Covers issues and events of our current times including entries on the mommy blog, the •	

motherhood memoir, terrorism, reproductive technologies, HIV/AIDS, and LGBT families

Explores geographical, cultural, and ethnic diversity with an entry for almost every country •	

in the world, as well as entries on lesbian, immigrant, adoptive, single, nonresidential, young, 

poor, and disabled mothers

Key Themes

History of Motherhood•	

Issues in Motherhood•	

Maternal Theory•	

Motherhood and Family•	

Motherhood and Health•	

Motherhood and Society•	

Motherhood Around the World•	

Motherhood in the United States•	

Available electronically on SAGE Reference Online. For a free trial or more information, please contact librarysales@sagepub.com

Encyclopedia of
Motherhood
Andrea O’Reilly, York University
General editor

Print price: $375

ISBN: 978-1-4129-6846-1

Electronic price: $470 

eISBN: 978-1-4129-7927-6

April 2010, 1544 pages

In human society, few institutions are as important as motherhood, and this unique encyclopedia 

captures the interdisciplinary foundation of the subject in one convenient reference. The scope of 

the Encyclopedia of Motherhood is focused on providing a comprehensive resource to under-

standing the complexities of motherhood for academic and public libraries, written by scholars and 

institutional experts in the social and behavioral sciences. 
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About the Editor
Andrea O’Reilly, PhD, is Associate Professor in the School of Women’s Studies at York University and 

is founder and director of the Association for Research on Mothering, founder and editor-in-chief of 

the Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering, and founder and editor of Demeter Press, 

the first scholarly press on motherhood. She is the author and editor of more than 15 books on 

motherhood, including Motherhood at the 21st Century: Experience, Identity, Policy, Agency. She is 

co-founder of the Museum of Motherhood (to open in Seneca Falls in 2011) and is co-founder of the 

International Mothers Network, the first international consortium of motherhood organizations now 

with 120-plus members worldwide.

This reference work that will serve as an excellent resource for researchers in Sociology, 

Psychology, Health, Family Studies, Women, and Gender Studies.

Motherhood Studies•	

Motherhood Writers•	


